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May 2, 2014
Lancaster Man Charged with Murder of ATV Rider

A Lancaster man was charged today with killing a man who was riding his all-terrain vehicle in the
desert, the Los Angeles County District Attorney’s Office announced.

Deputy District Attorney John Evans said Arturo Lopez (dob 77/16/75) is charged in case MA062878
with one count of murder with an allegation that he personally and intentionally used a rifle to commit
the crime.

Additionally, the defendant faces three counts each of possession of a firearm by a felon with one prior.
The prior named in the complaint is a 1997 conviction for unlawful driving or taking of a vehicle.

Lopez is scheduled to be arraigned on May 8 at the Los Angeles County Superior Court, Antelope Valley
Branch in Department Ao1. Bail has been set at more than $2 million.

On Feb. 24, Steven Finson, 47, was returning home from riding an ATV and taking pictures in the
desert near East Avenue H when he was shot to death by Lopez, Deputy District Attorney Evans said.

If convicted as charged, Lopez faces 25 years to life in state prison.
The case was investigated by the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department, Lancaster Station.
#H#H#

About the Los Angeles County District Attorney’s Office

Los Angeles County District Attorney Jackie Lacey leads the largest local prosecutorial office in the nation. Her
staff of nearly 1,000 attorneys, 300 investigators and 800 support staff members is dedicated to seeking justice
for victims of crime and enhancing public safety. Last year, the Los Angeles County District Attorney's

Office prosecuted more than 73,000 felony defendants and 113,000 misdemeanor defendants.
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